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FOCUS:

Community involvement can strengthen a development

By Awrrep HolDEN

Fear is an impediment o redevelop-
ment in the civy and ver also a uselul
catalyst, What are people almid of
Height and shadows, wraffie, upli-
ness, privacy loss, other things real
amd unagined-—impact and change
im the neighbourhood.

"NIMBY"—for Mot In My Back
Vacl—describes when anxiety and
resistance tip bevond pood sense, and
amwnt o sellishness. As in, "W
have enough, how 1o do you say i,
lnesinceme, we have enough of
'IJL'HF.-“

A heast Colleen  Miller, the
HC;!HM!HIHII LRI "|'||'I'|.I.I ﬁa'tili r1'l=|"-
was being honest, speaking to a
Taronte Siarreporeer last month, Her
neighbours invoked the more polite,
less truthful “we demand a park”

Tone of ARA AGM more lawyerly than militant

mantra, as they all fought against let-
ting Habitat for Humanity build
affordable housing on a city-owned
picce of land.

Shame on their NIMIYism.

Sull, i's casy vo forger thar much
apposition o redevelopment of land
in the citv is rooted in hard experi-
ence cand  vivid memory, and
nowhere more than in our own mid-
reven Toronee neighbourhoods.

Thirty-three years ago, the barde
tor stop the Spadina Expressway epit-
omized eitizen rejection of planning
palicy that obliterated fine-grained
city districus. '

The halting of Spadina was mem-
otable enough for its drama, though
its true significance was how i
tipped Toronto away from the abyss
and instcad toward greatness and

prosperity.

How so?

Stopping Spadina left intact what
freeways, in most big American
cities, were destroying—valuable
neighbourhoods and  vital down-
towvns, and associared patierns of liv-
ing where peaple liked o walk and
use public transi.

Less remembered are other clashes
over how the city was 1o be buil,
notably developers’ hunger, for a
time also encouraged by public poli-
cy, to “blockbust”™ —buy up entire
Mocks, demalish cvervihing, and
build a wall tower or wide shab in the
nicldle.

“lt was still the era of massive
destruction of neighbourhoads—all
the downtown neighbourhoods were
under threar,” remembers Howard
Cohen, now a devcloper building in
the Annex, but who was on the city’s
plinning siaft in 1970, and would
head up neighbourhood  planning
during the reformist mid-1970s.

Given this history, 1tk not surpris-
ing there was a measure of unease in
the air at the annual gencral meeang
(AGM) of the Annex Residents
Association (ARA] on Mar. 30,

For a long time the word “inensi-
ficarion” scemed only wishiul plan-
ning jargon, denoting a vague hope
the city’s viraliey, and public trangic's
appeal and  efficiency, could be
bonsred i}].' |'1"||'||||5 i wirhan [i.'Llf-liH:_.:
lois and underused comers. |

In March, with the ardival of the
ABRAs mewsletter i many of our
mailboxes, the rcﬂ]i:}' al intensifica-
tion hit home. It listed a doren major
development projects. ar varipus
stages in the approvals process. in our
neighbourhoods  on  Howland,
Madison, and Brunswick avenues,
Bloor Strect, Walmer Road behind
100 Spadina Rd. {a enmplex project,
may it improve—fingers crossed),
and Avenue Road. The midrown area
seemed to have quicdy shpped into a
new era of development.

But telling was the character of
dissent in the meeting room ar Royal
St. George's College at 120 Mowland
Ave., one of the very addresses slared
for change. It was more lawverly than
militant; more concerned with
atraining  quakity than upser over
quantity; scemingly wise 1o the ways
citizens could—and people scemed
confident would—help shape these
developments.

A case in point was Cohen's own
project, Context  Development’s
plans to wansform the former
Loretto  Abbey  building  on
Brunswick Avenuc into a -condo-
mi]'lium._'!m:lh addinional mhll. .

At the ARA meeting, it was pre-

The former Loretto Abbey building (shown abave), now being convert-
el into condos, is one of the many local housing developments being
w:lléth:d closely by Annex residencs.

sentee in some detail, but garnered
few negative commenes; previous
meetings seemed 0 have produced
consensus  berween  developer and
neighbourhood: we heard how a
mature wree was saved and  plans
ahered 1o preserve more privacy for
longrime neighbours.

These points are 2 comment on a
nu I'L'lhl:l‘ nr Illil:lpj.. I'-"E'J'}I‘:Irlﬁ- thf oM -
pany’s skill at negotiating with resi-
dents earljer {and [ see by last
month’s Cleaner they bought a full-
page ad, hoping some of us will like
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it enough to buy in, literally), B
also the vastly higher quality of the
developmenis now, compared 10
dueing the blockbusting era. (the
Loretto buildings are being  pre-
served. The ad showed derail from
the histaric main buildings cornice,
marching histary with the brave, if
vague, stacement, “Nothing endures
bur change”).



